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¢ƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ .ǊǳŎŜΩǎ 
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History: The Resort

1912 - Charles and Willa 

Bruce purchased land 

on the strand in 

Manhattan Beach

They built a resort 

ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά.ǊǳŎŜΩǎ 

.ŜŀŎƘΦέ

Welcomed Black 

beachgoers at a time 

when most CA beaches 

prohibited Black 

residents



History: Community

.ǊǳŎŜΩǎ .ŜŀŎƘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ 

popular

Expanded to include a restaurant and a 

dance hall. 

Around this same time, six other Black 

families purchased plots of land 

ōŜƘƛƴŘ .ǊǳŎŜΩǎ .ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

homes. 



History: Opposition

White residents react with hostility

Black patrons were repeatedly harassed

CŀƪŜ άbƻ ¢ǊŜǎǇŀǎǎƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ άbƻ tŀǊƪƛƴƎέ 

signs were put up to deter visitors

²ƘŜƴ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿƘƛǘŜ 

residents began pressuring the Manhattan 

.ŜŀŎƘ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ .ǊǳŎŜΩǎ 

Beach



History: Eminent Domain

1924 -aŀƴƘŀǘǘŀƴ .ŜŀŎƘ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǾƻǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜƛȊŜ .ǊǳŎŜΩǎ .ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ 

land through eminent domain for the purpose of building a park. 

tǊƻƘƛōƛǘ ŀƴȅ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ άōŀǘƘ ƘƻǳǎŜǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ

ά²Ŝthought that the Negro problem was going to stop our progressΧWe had to
acquire these two blocksto solvethe problem, so we voted to condemnthem and
make a city park there. We had to protect ourselves. Our attorney advised
membersof the council never to admit the real purposeand establishmentof the
park, especiallyduring the councilmeetings.έ

ςCouncilmember Frank Daugherty, 1943

Land sat empty for decades.



2020: History Uplifted

YŀǾƻƴ ²ŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ŀǘ .ǊǳŎŜΩǎ 
Beach



Land Transfer History

1948 - the City of Manhattan Beach 
transfers the beach-front plot of land to 
the State 

1956 - the City of Manhattan Beach builds 
a park on the remaining land taken through 
eminent domain

1995 - the State transferred their land to 
the County of Los Angeles as part of a 
transfer of 8 state beaches to the County

.ǊǳŎŜΩǎ .ŜŀŎƘ - now 
the Lifeguard Building



[! /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 9ŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ wŜǘǳǊƴ 
.ǊǳŎŜΩǎ .ŜŀŎƘ



Senate Bill 796

SB 796 (Bradford):

1. Recognizes that there is public benefit in 

returning the land to right the historic 

wrong

2. Directs the state to amend the property 

deed to remove restrictions prohibiting 

transfer of the land

3. Grandfathers the Bruces into 1975

property tax rates and exempted the 

transfer from state income taxes


